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The Dedication

Duane and Frances Heflin
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In loving memory of our godly mothers 
and deacon fathers,

Robert and Mattie Heflin
Delma and Aline Marshall

Honor to our lovely children
Robert Marshall Heflin

David Duane Heflin
Charlotte Ann Heflin Hudler
Darla Gayle Heflin Moore 

Gena Kay Heflin Easterling 
grandchildren and great grandchildren, 

whom we pray will forever follow in His footsteps.
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Acknowledgments
We are deeply indebted to the Duane Heflin Family for 

providing information used in this book. The first hand 
accounts are the basis for the story of two people who 
have given their lives in service to the Lord in foreign 
missions-in the country of Costa Rica. Their children have 
been a vital part of the work as they grew up on the field 
and continue to contribute to the ministry by being 
supportive of their parents in many ways. Their stories of 
growing up on the mission field adds much to the 
enjoyment of the book. The Heflin Family has written the 
book-I have just arranged their stories for you to enjoy.

The Heflins are still very active missionaries in spite of 
the fact their status is retired. They are retired in word 
only, and one look at their schedule reveals their 
enthusiasm for the work.

Thank you, Bro. Duane and Mrs. Frances for inspiring 
us with your dedication and being an example of what 
can be done when lives are under the direction and 
guidance of the Lord.

When the manuscript was completed, Bro. Danny Pope, 
editor of the Baptist Progress, started the process to 
complete another missions book. He lent his hand and 
expertise to the project as long as possible. We remember 
his work and readiness to make other books possible. 
Although he is gone, we have memories of his work and 
ministry in this area. Since Bro. Pope was unable to 
complete the book, we thank Dian Pope for her work to 
nelp the book become a reality.

Thanks to the Women’s Missionary Auxiliary of Texas 
*vho provided for the printing of missions books by 
establishing a Revolving Book Fund, many years ago.

I praise the Lord for giving us such awesome 
jpportunities to touch the lives of others by sharing how 
He works, through whom He works, and how mighty are 
His works!



Chapter 1

Early Life

Robert Duane Heflin was born April 25, 1930. His 
mother was Mattie James and his father, Robert Heflin. 
They lived near Hollis, Oklahoma. His sister, Maudie 
Miree, was older than he; brother, James Orville, and 
sister, Nannie Jorene, were younger.

He was born into a Christian home, and his family 
attended a Baptist church. His father’s father, James 
Gilbert Heflin, was a descendent from Heflin, Alabama. 
He gave a plot of land on the corner of his farm north 
of Hollis for the Baptist church building. His mother’s 
father, Fred Alexander James, also from Alabama, was 
an active member of the Baptist church. Duane’s father 
was a deacon of the church that later ordained Duane 
to preach in May, 1950.

Duane’s parents were strong leaders of this farm 
community and worked hard on their farm. They lived
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ten miles north of Hollis and operated a small dairy. 
They lived by the Bible, were hospitable, and often 
entertained the preachers and pastors of their country 
church. The ministers lived in other communities and 
came on certain Saturdays and Sundays to preach. The 
Heflins were compassionate neighbors, ready to help 
when people around them were in need.

Duane was called “Duke” by his family. He started to 
school in 1936 and graduated from Ron High School in 
1948. Each year of high school he entered his animals, 
fruits, and vegetables from the farm in the county and 
state fairs to be judged. He won many blue ribbons. He 
was a very active member of the 4-H club and regularly 
won trips to the State Fair in Oklahoma City. Under the 
watchful eye of an interested county agricultural agent, 
soon he became a judge of animals. While many were 
interested in different sports, his interest was agriculture, 
animal husbandry, and related fields. He enjoyed riding 
horses. He got up before daylight to milk cows before he 
went to school. The farm afforded many responsibilities. 
Besides milking cows and attending other animals, there 
were crops to plant and harvest, tractors to drive, cotton 
to hoe or pull, storm cellars to build, fences to mend, and 
a thousand other chores.

I Io tolls of one time when he and his younger brother 
worn supposed to be working with their daddy but began 
ph lying. They found a nest of field mice and put them in 
IIu>h overalls' back pockets. Mr. Heflin warned them a 
III i io oi two to get to work. In spite of the warnings, they 
kept pla\ ii ig. His patience wore thin, and he whipped them. 
I Io did not know he pulverized the little mice in their back 
poi'ki'lal Discipline was practiced regularly. A child did not 
vonnkloi saxtng ’tto* to parents. They learned to respect 
olheia l'add\ ed not snvke. drink, nor curse, and the 
ihtklivn saw ttkit was the best example to follow. On his 
uoiiioi tup. t'va v a\i e«v other Christian boy of the 
i onu iUuvt\ \\o o t" v o>' \ o> vs who ci d not consume liquor, 
■although all wax* povsseo Christians.

$



Duane accepted Christ as his Savior when he was 
nine years of age. He was working on the farm with his 
mother when he realized he was a sinner. He told her 
he wanted to be saved, and she gently guided him to 
receive Jesus as his Savior. The pastor’s son who was 
about the same age, had encouraged him. He asked 
him one day why he did not ask Jesus to come into his 
heart. This confirmed in Duane’s mind, children could 
and should lead other children to Christ. He was 
baptized in a tank by the Tea Cross Baptist Church. He 
attended there regularly with his family as they went to 
church “rain or shine, sleet or snow.” In those days 
there was little emphasis on visual aid teaching, but 
much learning was done in spite of the old methods 
used. Revival time in August was conducted under a 
brush arbor each year because of the heat with such 
evangelists as Roy B. Flippo and Gordon Thompson, 
among others.

As soon as Duane graduated in May 1948, he 
enrolled in summer school at Oklahoma State University, 
then known as Oklahoma A&M College at Stillwater, 
Oklahoma. He entered with plans to major in agriculture, 
in particular, animal husbandry. He became ajpemoer 
of the Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, Stillwa , 
Oklahoma where he was active. He found a J°b ot] . 
college campus to supplement the money he had s 
for college expenses.

At the age of 14 He relates like a bolt out 
blue, it came to him: God wanted him to Pr®  .. . 
course, like Moses in the Old Testament, he had a us 
of reasons why he could not. This first c 
precisely while he was milking the cows on • 
He did not surrender to that call until he was 19 He 
attended the national encampment at Latham Spnng g 
Texas in August 1949. He surrendered to P^ '"eff 
service led by former Foreign Missions S 
Welch and his wife. Later in the encampment he w^ 
invited to preach the morning devotion.

9
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Duane, 5; Orville, 3; Maudie, 8

attending the camp, so she saw him for the first time. 
However, they did not meet formally until September when 
they both attended Jacksonville College as sophomores. 
He returned to Stillwater where the Calvary Missionary 
Baptist Church gave him a license to preach. His pastor 
helped him transfer to Jacksonville College to prepare for 
the ministry. What would he do with all those 42 semester 
hours of agricultural oriented courses? They served as 
many of the electives toward his degree.

He finished 26 semester hours of college subjects 
and five semester hours of seminary courses at 
Jacksonville College in 1949-50. He was an active 
member of the Mission Band and was selected “Most 
Popular Boy” by the student body. During the year 
frequently he preached at churches in the Trinity River 
Baptist Association in Leon County, Texas. He went to 
jails in Palestine and Corsicana when he did not have 
an appointment at a church. He obtained permission to 
preach to the prisoners who could not get away from 
hearing the Word. Some of the prisoners made 
professions of faith. He had a passion for souls and was 
known to pick up hitchhikers, just so he could witness to 
them.



4

Duane, 7; Brother, Orville, 5
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Duane and Frances’ Wedding Picture - August 4, 1t



Chapter 2

The Girl He Married

•50

Tommie Frances Marshall was born to Delma and Aline 
May Koonce Marshall at Gary, Texas, October 5, 1931. 
Her only sister, Helen Maurine was 12 when Frances was 
born. Helen had married already by the time she started 
to school. She said for the most part she was reared 
a|one. Her father worked a small farm where he raised 
cotton, corn, tomatoes, and several other crops. They had 
a variety of farm animals, especially cattle, upon which 

father later depended completely for his livelihood.
Having a birthday in October, Frances entered first grade 

when she was almost seven. She had an inquisitive mind 
and loved hearing Bible stories read aloud from the big 
family Bible. She learned thesalphabet by asking what the 
■ctters were on the “Mother’s Oat” box, and before starting 
to school she was reading the discarded primer books 
s°rneone gave her. Her first grade teacher wisely gave
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her extra work to keep her busy and to prevent boredom. 
The result was two months into the second grade, the 
teacher recommended she be placed into the third grade. 
That year she had a young third grade teacher who had 
just graduated from Stephen F. Austin State College, 
Nacogdoches, Texas. She was very enthusiastic about 
teaching. She found time each week to introduce the third 
grade class to a wide Spanish vocabulary, some Spanish 
phrases and songs. Only God knew why!

Gary was a small town, and the community activities all 
centered either in the school or the church. The family 
participated strongly in both. Mr. Marshall was a deacon 
at First Baptist Church, Gary, Texas and a trustee on the 
school board. Frances participated in the regular seasonal 
programs and attended sports events and plays.

When she was ten years old, she and her parents 
accompanied her sister and brother-in-law on a trip. They 
went to Oklahoma City, Oklahoma and New Mexico where 
they went to Carlsbad Cavern. They visited the state capitol 
in Austin and San Antonio’s historic and tourist attractions. 
For a small town child, these sights were awesome! Her 
horizons were to be broadened even more when she was 
13. She went to San Francisco and Los Angeles, California 
by automobile and returned to Houston by train.

Frances attended the same school in Gary, Texas from 
1938 to graduation in 1948. She was 16, and the youngest 
In the graduating class. That occurred because of being 
advanced one grade, second grade to third, then when 
gnu Io 12 was added to the school system, all students 
advanced one grade.

I i uncos gives the following highlights of high school 
Hint aland out In her mind. She was chosen because of 
high guide points to tour the Freedom Train. The train 
onii io Io lylor, Toxas as a part of a tour for the whole 
coin ill y Io ho able to see the original U. S. Constitution 
and olhnr historical documents. She was selected to ride
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in the parade in a convertible at the opening of the Panola 
County Fair to represent Gary schools. She managed the 
booth advertising the new Panola County Junior College 
about to open in the 1948 spring semester. Being an active 
member of the Future Homemakers of America, she 
served as an officer both locally and statewide. The FHA 
afforded many trips to cities over Texas and participation 
in programs and business meetings.

Frances graduated with honors from Gary High School 
in 1948 and enrolled in Panola Junior College at Carthage, 
Texas. It was the first full school year of the newly formed 
college. She took the courses required for a B. A. degree. 
Her father was a trustee of Jacksonville College for 18 
years, and she had a great desire to attend there. The 
way opened for her to transfer to Jacksonville College for 
the sophomore year, 1949-’5O, where she was to meet 
Duane.

Frances remembers, “I can count the Sundays in my 
entire life I missed a church service.” She remembers 
going to one corner of the original wood temple of First, 
Gary to the “card class.” Sunday School rooms came later. 
Their home was open to preachers and evangelists. News 
traveled quickly about the delicious fried chicken, dressing, 
and dumplings, which her mother made on Sunday. 
Frances sometimes wondered if there would be enough 
left for her! It was a privilege to entertain such men of 
God as Bro. Waller, Bro. Overall, D. N. Jackson, E. D. 
Keller, R. N. Davis, T. J. McCain, and J. P. Jones, among 
others. Her father, Mr. Marshall, attended Baptist 
Missionary Association state and national meetings 
consistently for 40 years. He was with the group that met 
at Lakeland, Florida those many years ago and served on 
numerous committees and programs, locally, state wide, 
and nationally.

Saved at the age of 13 in a summer revival Frances 
was baptized in the sawmill pond. Soon she was asked
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to teach Sunday School classes. She considered herself 
fortunate to be taught to give “parts” on youth programs, 
locally, in the Mount Olive Association and the Texas 
Baptist Young Peoples Union. She is very thankful for the 
training and experiences she had in her home and First 
Baptist Church, Gary, Texas. Mount Olive Association 
claimed two other missionaries, Rufus Crawford and Paul 
Robinson.

Frances relates, “What a blessing to have been born 
into a Christian, even a Baptist home! My grandfather, 
James Agustus Marshall, was a deacon and charter 
member of First Baptist Church, Gary, Texas. My father 
was a deacon there. 1 must add with pride this church 
ordained our oldest son, Robert Marshall Heflin, as a 
deacon in his early 20s.”

Frances was elected “Girl Most Likely to Succeed" at 
Jacksonville College. Duane and Frances met and fell in 
love there. During the fall of 1949 and spring of 1950 they 
were seen together frequently. He invited her to go to 
Oklahoma with him in May following their graduation from 
Jacksonville College. Their courtship was serious, and he 
wanted her to meet his family and attend his ordination at 
his home church, which she did.

And the Two became One
August 4, 1950, Duane and Frances were married at 

Frances’ home by Bro. J. M. Stringer, pastor First Baptist 
Church, Gary, Texas. Johnnie Stringer (who later married 
Paul Bearfield) and Jimmy Reed attended them in a simple 
double ring ceremony. They made their home in 
Jacksonville where Frances worked briefly at a local variety 
store. On weekends they went to Leon County to visit, 
work, and preach at a church. At this time they had to 
decide where they would continue their studies. By the 
end of August they moved to Marshall, Texas to attend 
East Texas Baptist College (University) and enrolled as

16
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jniors. It was a challenging time-with both of them 
itudying, living on a small salary. They traveled about 
!00 miles on weekends to serve the churches in Leon 
Dounty, where Duane served as local missionary. Finally 
he old car gave up the ghost and quit running; so, they 
lad to buy a new one, a 1951 Studebaker!

They learned to depend upon God from day to day, 
and He never failed them. June 23, 1951 Robert 
Marshall Heflin was born. Duane worked for a roofing 
company during the week to pay hospital and doctor 
bills. By this time Duane was pastor of Friendship 
Church in Leon County and Liberty Baptist Church, 
Henderson, Texas, each half time. This gave them two 
weekends a month closer to home. As time passed the 
Lord moved them to several other locations: Amarillo, 
Plainview, Lubbock, and Port Neches.

September 19, 1953 their second son, David Duane, 
was born in Amarillo. He had a problem of his lungs not 
completely expanding at birth, but he responded to 
special care. Within the next two weeks he joined the 
family at home.

November 5, 1954 Charlotte Ann was born in 
Plainview, Texas. Also while living at Plainview, Frances 
attended Wayland Baptist College, adding more credits 
toward a degree.

Darla Gayle was born May 23, 1961 at Port Arthur, 
Texas.

Gena Kay was born August 27, 1964 in San Jose, 
Costa Rica.
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Chapter 3

Called to be a Missionary

While serving the Harwell Heights Baptist Church in 
Lubbock, Duane talked with W. J. Burgess who was 
Secretary of Foreign Missions and was preaching in special 
services in Lubbock. Duane told him about his call to be 
a missionary. He had received the call in 1950 while 
attending Jacksonville College. Bro. Burgess was very 
supportive and continued to pursue the subject when 
possible.

“When are you going to make application to be a 
missionary?" Bro. Burgess would ask, every time he saw 
Duane. Duane felt he should study in the seminary and 
get more pastoral experience.

While living at Lubbock, Frances commuted two days a 
week to Plainview. This was the fifth college she had 
attended, and she lost credits because of so many 
transfers. Continually, Duane encouraged her to complete

19



Things bM'SSion Fie|d for the Heflin Family
Costa'b ^e9ffiari° happen quickly when he returned from
BaptfJTa- He ® hl,s application to be a missionary in 

Ass°ciatiOn F?cted in 1961 by the North American
■ May 23, 1962 on Darla’s first birthday,

20

work toward her degree, even to the point of caring foi 
their three small children two mornings a week. An honoi 
she received at Wayland was to have her short story 
chosen by the head of the English Department to be 
printed in the College Literary Magazine. To hurry things 
along the summer of 1956 the children went to stay with 
grandparents. This arrangement enabled Frances to live 
on campus and finish the requirements during summei 
school. She finished requirements for a major in‘English 
and minors in Bible and history for a B. A degree a 
Wayland Baptist College. She graduated with honors aftei 
the summer session.

Duane commuted to Jacksonville J^eoLqiS 
pastors to attend the North American Bap 
Seminary from the spring of 11958 through M y^, 
He graduated on the same day their in the early
Gayle, was born in Port Arthur. She Jacksonvi||e 10 
morning hours after which he wem w prlliratjon 
receive the degree of Master of Religious

the Lord wanted him to serve-Mexico or ^ayb® 
He decided to visit his sister and her husband who we 
Baptist missionaries to Chile. They were stu y g P 
" CosAta Rlca at the best sPanlsh an9nrt9what it was 

aeSlnH? 10 "ft ? "orc" used this 
eyneriQa Lat n American country. lne , in Rica e t0 imPress on his heart the people in Costa
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before leaving for Costa R'ca

21

exactly one year from the day he graduated from 
seminary, the family flew from Houston, by Pan Amei 
Airlines to San Jose, Costa Rica.

They arrived in the early afternoon hours in the 
Central Valley just after the usual late morning rain, 
country was beautiful from the air with mountains, val 
fruit groves, coffee plantations, and more. Everyl 
looked especially green and fresh. Duane had me- 
and Mrs. Frank Martin on his previous trip, and they 
the newcomers at the airport. They had rented a furni; 
house for the Heflin Family. The house was well loc; 
roomy, and comfortable. They found milk and grocerh 
the refrigerator and cabinet, enough to last until they 
to the grocery store which was one-half block away

The Martins helped them get acquainted in the 
surroundings. They were close friends for the next t 
years; then they moved to Guatemala. The Heflins rea 
they would have many obstacles as do all missions 
There was a new language, new lands, new people, 
customs, new government, and new challenges to ac 
They were anxious to get busy in the work of the L

. ft

Final Service at Temple Baptist Church, Port Necnes
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Chapter 4
The Country Where They Serve

on the^soinh iiS ^Grclerecl on the north by Nicaragua, 
Ocean and Panama, on the east by the Atlantic 
called “S°n \he West bV the Pacific Ocean. It is 
Sprinatimp" h" °f the Americas and Land of Eternal

aracci=>^Ca? e’ tuna’ and textiles. Cattle thrive in the 
fornX ; SJ° ^he northwest, and there are jungle rain 
either o'n \ , lnterior- The tropical climate is warm on 
veil! Coastal regi°n, but the temperature in the central 
alley where the capitol, San Jose, is located is a 

peas ant 70° average year round. There are two 
Jasons instead of four which are: dry season from 
December through April (summer), and rainy season
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SSsgwasa
The orchid is the national flower and grows in 

abundance with more than 50 different types. Poinsettias 
grow to be trees as tall as the walls of a house, as well 
as otner well known flowers and plants used as pot plants 

ne states. Costa Rica exports bananas, coffee, and 
™aaY i !ts‘ Sugar cane, cocoa, pineapple, and precious 
woods, like mahogany, are produced.
non°iSfai?icans are ma'nly a peaceable, steady-going 
E. p e’ known as the quietest of the Central Americans, 
ana /re primarily of Spanish decent, with few Indians, 
“manarefriend,y and congenial. They have the 
crhodMi3 phllos°Phy. that is, a casual attitude toward 
countries8 and dead,ines> which is common to Latin

educAtfnniCe-ISLa ProsPerous little country which values 
4 000nnn’ieEl.?hty per cent of its population of over 
throunh thQS ■l arate- Education is compulsory and free 
weh as nri S'?h grade- There are many high schools as

schools’ and ,he bes'

memberToHhe Db?aStS of having more schools than 
in all Central a P° • force and literacy rate is the highest 
all students wp;?eriCa' Except for some private schools, 
through hiqh ePh u,niforrns to schools from kindergarten 
“futbol’” however °h ‘ The tavorite sport is soccer, called 
Popular. The srhP i ketbaH’ tennis, and other sports are 
goes through n0Vo° ?ear b®gins just before March and

The gover mber With a week vacati°n in July. 
and there js fui^en^ a congress, cabinet, and a president, 
of pSeV8 derXXnt °LC'Vil rightS- The country has 
of demnen and conar^C Wlth elections every four years

Ocratic govemmSnrien' Costa Ricans enjoy a form 
ment and freedom of worship.

24
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BANCO CENTRAL DE COSTA RICA.fc^^ 

4ffl 
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The 5 CoIone Bill Tells the History of Costa Rica

The language spoken is Spanish. The money is called 
the colon, and the U.S. dollar was worth 520 colones 
(In 2006) with the value changing weekly. There are 
many swimming pools and beaches, with both sides of 
the country bordered by oceans. In the central section 
of the country there are mountains and plateaus, 
including ten active volcanoes; earth tremors are 
common.

L____________________„
Cart Buggy Used as Transportation Lumber for Bene es
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Witnessing in Costa Rica 
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“-frSLcommon f°oc* >s a plate of fried rice serve: 
-l c.atx beans on top. The party dish used mosh 

amoz con polio (rice with chicken).

Arroz Con Polio Recipe
One chicken boiled and cubed (save the broth)
2 cups rice (not pre-cooked)
2 Tablespoons shortening
2 Tablespoons chopped onion
2 cloves of garlic, chopped

-i teasP00n culantro seeds (if fresh culantro is no 
available) '

2 teaspoons salt
1/a cup cubed carrots and potatoes
1 small can English peas

aririinnh rice; fry onion and pepper slightly in shortening 
rernaSi ® and stirring continually for two minutes. Ad( 
morp S'n(9redients and stir. Add chicken broth (ant 
1A inch qtT n®eded) to cover the rice mixture by abou 
down even °nce’ and let cook fast until water cooks 
burner tn ithe ric® (without stirring any more). Turr 
about 20 rr,lryJOW and Put on lid. Let cook on very low 
chips. u es> s^r and serve with a salad and potato

i fefeW ... a
■

... . :
1 I



Chapter 5

Life in Costa Rica Begins
They loved the country, the climate, and the friendly 

people who were very helpful! The delicious frui s a 
vegetables were wonderful, and prime meat was very 
inexpensive. Frances had to substitute and forget many 
traditional U.S. meals. There were no dry cereals. CracKe 
and cookies were sold singularly from storage jars, oreau 
was fresh but unwrapped, jelly came in wax pape 
as plastic bags were nonexistent. Bro. Heflin s s ry 
$375.00 per month with no work fund except their own 
tithe; so, they could not afford a car.

The children had finished the school year *n th®^ond 
Marshall, 11, finished the sixth grade; David 8, he secon 
grade; and Charlotte, 7, the first grade. Thplanwas 
enroll the children in the only bilingual school ther , 
the classes had been in session two mon ithwhen t y 
arrived. They could not receive credit for the year

27
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They began

would be in the same grade they had finished in the 
states. Duane and Frances decided to enroll them in the 
public (Spanish speaking) school. They could learn 
Spanish and would not have to pay tuition. It was 
necessary to get special permission from the Ministry ot 
Education for them to enroll in Escuela Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Elementary School where 800 students 
attended. They were very happy to find one teacher who 
spoke a little English and who helped the children one 

h-w eacb their lessons and Spanish. The other 
children helped them as well, and within three months 
they were speaking like ‘Tcos” (Costa Ricans)!
o Ib^y, to have uniforms for school, and the daily 
S ♦ 6S,were very hard to remember. One day they 
frnm 1O.onSSeS fr°m 7:00 t0 12:00, and the neXt 

y™ n t0 b:00. The third day was back to the morning. 
nhiirirfn readily understand the confusion of having three 
eno?,hh t9°ln9 at different hours. As if that were not 
caiiAd in^3 the rainy season (May through December, 
Sn ic n 6ri Ihey had Problems getting shoes and 
S Sd 4 ed- °Ut of the f'rst 42 days in the country­
umbrella 11’, USUally from 11:00 a-m- into the night. An 
umbrella was part of their dress.

language SJra,nces had a few weeks free before 
fo adjust to the ° C asses began. They needed that time 
to the language"?^ ,changes- W got their ears attuned 
or riding the bus earned their way around by walking

They needed
one-year old Dark>trustworthy maid who would care for 
Duane and Frann^^d get the other children to school. 
12:°0 each dav ThS h?ped to attend classes from 7:30 to 
aid not arrive on bad Problems! The first three maids 
a^rm clock. Franr21ei,ev.en though they loaned them an 

e f°r classes. had Problems leaving at the proper

^Services in Living Room
nducting church services in their living

28
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• 1963
_______ _ _
117 Present at Night Service in Living Room -
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On the
The First Conversion

same day Duane’s mother died, they saw the

30

room two months after they arrived. They moved in 
wooden benches on weekends to accommodate the 
people, then stored the benches on the back porch during 
the week. The results were overwhelming! They used 
translators for the messages. Frances taught Bible lessons 
for Sunday School using a flannel-graph for the children. 
She used the limited Spanish she had acquired. A small 
handbell was used to announce the services. Up to 130 
people came to meetings in their living room. They do not 
know whether from curiosity to see the “gringos” or 
whatever, but many accepted Christ as their Savior.

Sad News from Home
The first Sunday in August after they had arrived in 

May Duane’s mother was killed in an automobile accident. 
She and his father were driving to church when a car al 
a crossing near their home hit them. The driver was not 
familiar with the rural area. Mrs. Heflin died instantly, and 
his dad received serious injuries. There were very few 
telephones then in Costa Rica. They were unable to reach 
Duane until Monday morning when he and Frances arrived 
at language school classes at 7:30 a.m. The director 
helped them in every way, and in two hours Duane 
boarded a plane and was on his way to Oklahoma. He 
attended the funeral and visited his father who soon 
tAC°^ered from his injuries. Her death was a great blow 
t0 them. She was a fine person and a great 
encouragement to them. She was only in her ‘50s.
Rnth°Ut a year ,ater Mr. Heflin married Mrs. Ola Beatrice 
had n r°?’ She was a fine Christian lady whose husband 
accident el0™.6 years earlier in an automobile related 
children $he had no children, but she took all the Heflin 
thev w2’ra [andchildrer>, and now great grandchildren as if 
marrianl Tkr 0Wn- Mr- Heflin died seven years after their 
of death Was 'he second great blow by the hand
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first conversion in Costa Rica—a young man in high 
school. He came because he was interested in practicing 
his English. He later became a dentist.

As they learned more Spanish, they saw many more 
saved, and the attendance grew. It was hard to get them 
to learn true Bible doctrine. They had to teach and re­
teach doctrine to overcome their former religious teachings. 
Many were not married legally and had to comply before 
being baptized. It was some time before they had the first 
baptism.

They found a house with three bedrooms for rent and 
moved the church from their home. Bro. Gomez became 
the first national pastor of First Baptist Church, San Pedro. 
He helped start a mission on the Atlantic Coast in Puerto 
Limon, some 110 miles from the capital. Then the only 
way to get there was by train—a trip of six hours. Bro. 
Fernando Nunez was the national pastor there for several 
years.

Later, a mission was started in the south side of_^an 
Jose with the national pastor, David Orellana. They 
disbanded after two years. Bro. Pedro Orellana and severa 
others are still members of our churches as a result o 
that work.

I < Vg
Red and Yellow, Black ancTwhi^ 

They are Precious in His Sigm
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,On for 34 years in Costa Rica



Chapter 6

Co-Workers at Last

r

Bill, Jeanette, Monica Gibson

Bill and Jeanette Gibson
After working alone for nine to ten years with little Baptist 
  __________  fellowship in English, in

October 1971 the Lord 
sent some fine co-laborers 
to Costa Rica when Bill 
and Jeanette Gibson 
came. This was a great 
blessing. They enjoyed 
many blessings together. 
The two youngest Heflin 
children grew up with the 
Gibson’s two, and still 
cherish many experiences 
together.

. In February 1972 a new work was begun in Pavas 
where some members lived in a new addition and asked

33



rooms of willing

Ph‘l Kn, also had for a short
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for services. They used a shed built on the property oh 
family and grew until they spilled into living 
neighbors where they had classes.

A building was started after a year on the back of twc 
lots they had bought on the main street. This work has 
grown to be the largest in attendance and self-support 
They finished and paid for a new auditorium in front of 
the previous building. They had about 200 in attendance 
and maintained a new mission in Barrance on the 
PaciTic Coast with the help of the missionary and the 
First Baptist Church in San Pedro. They helped to start 
several missions that are now strong churches in 
Tirrases, Cartago, and San Lorenzo.

Phil Knott Family
In August 1983

—...... .. wriQ , r- ••IMI IIH&5IUI Icily UUUpico anu HIGH
school befor6 re ln Costa Rica tor a Year of ,an9ua9e 
speaking fie|d ™°Vlng to their respective Spanish 
Larry Hendren- r a^or- They included the families of 

eime; WaynL ^’my Swindoll; Randy Scaggs; David
A"' V sS'; Jlm Finkl John Callaway; Tom 

'^00,^7 Richlin; Collin Jones; and Gordon

-J ;

Vk ■ .. .

the Phil Knott Family joined the 
missionary families in 

—I the work in Costa Rica.
j and the Heflins 
I became “grandparents' 
I to their four girls.

During the years 
besides working with 

w the Gibson and Knott 
j jrJ families, the Heflins 

Knotr~F^jT-—also had for a short 
and Dennis Mur- < time the Butch Shipp
enjoyed the fen0 ^ farnilies. From time to time they 

v/ho WprQ h'Pwith missionary couples and their
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James and Billie Stroud-Guatemala 
Duane and Frances Heflin-Costa Rica 
Paul and Mickey Robinson-Nicaragua

Juan Meneses and wife, Natalie 
Pastored Many Years

«r
I
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lces iv/t/j New Converts
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First Service in Heflin’s Home in 1962

I 1
reacher Fellowship with Bro. Heflin
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Chapter 7

Training and Caring

37

During most of the 44 years in Costa Rica, Bro. Heflin 
has maintained Bible training in institute classes. They 
were held at different churches and missions. This was a 
burden as they had to teach these classes. During the 
later years the younger missionaries have taken over this 
responsibility.

We had the opportunity to start a mission in Siquirres, 
about an hour and a half, east of the capital toward Limon. 
This is our greatest desire—to see souls saved and new 
missions and churches begun. We are thankful for all who 
have prayed for us and helped in many ways. We are 
rejoicing in seeing some of the children we taught in years 
past now forming their own Christian homes and teaching 
their children the way of the Lord. When we see this 
happen, we know all the work, difficulties, and prayers 
were worth it, and will be even more when we see oui 
Savior!



J

Believers were Baptized

68 years of age, was baptized in 
ecember 1964. She had been saved for a number of 

years, but finally she came asking for scriptural baptism. 
;>ne was baptized with her two youngest daughters. 
c,,Jlro- ^e^ln te,*s °f one service where he baptized on 

®veain9- <<yye a brief service on the river bank 
baptized in a light rain, but the people were happy, 

singing choruses and hymns in the rain as some 30 of us 
traveled to and from the river in an open truck."

!nc,dent is related by Bro. Heflin: “The devil 
nn tn th •be tryin9 us iast Sunday when we had plans to 
Ln Th 2ver to have our services and baptize. A bus had 
wlrn ™ered.to take us; of course, it was late. There 
wpm th r candidates for baptism, and only two of them 
wp iPtt TaT but we just happened to meet one of them as 
the wai/ \^njoyed s’nging a medley of choruses along 
of the LT' came to the steep grade down the side 

ountain to the valley where the river was.
thJskjp'nt7hy Was very narrow and had been cut out of 

either side Th Tountain Wlfh a wal1 °f dirt remaining on 
onto the shoiuidchauffeur of our bus moved the right wheels 
this rainvseaJnn'Vu ,et an oncoming bus pass, but during 
tried to net hanv’tbat was fbe wrong thing to do. When he 
right over anairZSHthe Pavement, the bus slid sideways, 
Pass throuqh the fthe wal1 of the mountain. We could not 
in the back open- fr°nt door’ nor would the emergency door 
To our surprise h S°’ We al1 had to crawl through a window. 
at the place to hant-Was ab,e t0 drive right out. We arrived 
went a tittle farther2^to find a group of people fishing. We 
dur|ng which the Zdowri the river and had our service, 
n^oved closer and hc(rmen ,eft> except for one family which 
candidates were JSen.ed to the service. Then when the 
Then^0168 s,0PPed Zn ?i,enter the water> some boys on 
bndaeaTpar Carne and^?6 bridge to disturb the service.

9e-The Lord blesspw hey bad to move off the narrow 
a with a beautiful baptismal service.

38
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Baptizing in a Very Strong Current
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Pre-baptismai Service on Rock Pews
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Church Group Going to Baptismal Service in River 
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Abandoned Children
ta'hQ^ 1989 Sally McWatters felt the Lord’s guidance 
° °®g*%a home for abandoned children. She was 
rpno- C°sta Rica’s Child Welfare Department. She 
®^‘ved the first three chi,dren within a short time. The 
h ,er soon reached 20 permanent children. The Home 
Chri tGen means f°r a number of children to have a 
qni\ISna?kaome’ some only briefly. When problems ate 

vea, they sometime return to parents or other relatives.
aw Pe™°nnel and children of the Home are membersand 
victor t $an Pedro Church. They work faithfully, bringing 
I .• S’ teachlng classes, playing musical instruments, and 
oh 9 smgmg. Presently (2002) the youngest is two years 
annmwll lh® °ldeSt is 19- TheY are home schooled. 

standi by the we,f3re department, and subject to the 
and EnglishVemment tests’ They are taught in Spanish
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The Hefiins en's Home in 1994 
andV66'^^^38 “grandparents” to all the children, 
at the C,Ora,ed bv m ys are celebrated with a cake made 

p ace of their rSk Heflin> gifts and a fast food meal 
choice or a picnic. It is a blessing to
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Christmas at Children Home in 2001

41
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see them come to know the Lord and grow spiritually. 
Each child could tell terrible stories of abuse in many forms 
and abandonment. God’s love is shown to heal the hurts 
in each heart.
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Rosa, Fabiola and Wendy of the Home for Children 
with the birthday cakes Grandmother Heflin made
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Abandoned Children
In July 1989 Sally McWatters felt the Lord’s guidance 

to begin a home for abandoned children, 
authorized by Costa Rica’s Child Welfare Depa ’  
received the first three children within a sho • 
number soon reached 20 permanent childre ' h ea 
has been the means for a number of chiIdre 
Christian home, some only briefly. When p (atjves 
solved, they sometime return to parents or * . an(j
All personnel and children of the Home are bringing

approved by the welfare department, and sub^ 
standard government tests. They are taught in ;=P 
and English.

[ O fa

Y^he Children’s Home in 1994
'heirSN^as “grandparents” to all the children. 

at the ,20rated bv Mys are celebrated with a cake made 
P ace of their u Heflin, gifts and a fast food meal 

choice or a picnic. It is a blessing to
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Christmas at Children Home in 2001
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see them come to know the Lord and grow spiritually 
Each child could tell terrible stories of abuse in many forms 
and abandonment. God’s love is shown to heal the hurts 
in each heart.
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Rosa, Fabioia and Wendy of the Home 
with the birthday cakes Grandmother HefUn maoe
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Home for Abandoned ^h'^ren^?pi 
They are not abandoned any m



Chapter 8

Daily Challenges
Sarah, a Young Teenager

One of the young people who made a profession of 
faith at Calvary Church was Sarah, a young teenager, 
who because of problems in her own family, was living 
with one of the families of the church. She began to attend 
the services, but her mother forbade her to go to our 
church any more. Sarah was very interested in attending 
the services and knowing how to be saved, so she would 
slip off to church every time she could make an opportunity. 
She managed to slip away and attend every day of 
Vacation Bible School. She delighted in the activities and 
teaching throughout the week. She made her profession 
of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. She was afraid to even 
mention that to her mother. One Sunday Sarah was sitting 
in the service singing praises with rejoicing, when she 
happened to glance back at the door and saw her mother 
looking. She was frightened but stayed through the service.
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Mario Id One Sunday
Mario was a young boy ^o^he^tabernaclefoMhe 

morning at 9:30 he came i Mario lives ju 
services with a group of his friendI - h|S mother wou 
the‘alameda’(park) from the chU ’d t0 go very . j 
not permit him to attend. He w' d He just got
especially since all his friends attend®^^ his name from 
on the bench when his mother r eated there.J  ■
across the street where she saw h m s evangelical ana 
he ran home under the shouts of aajn.” Ourthoug 
“Do not you ever be seen going th® mOther and we 
were of pity for both the boy and his jse when he 
not expect him to come again. To s Mario seated 
evening services began at 2:30, there Our grateful 
in the middle of the tabernacle with his r this time his 
feeling was deflated again soon, b°tw®vptabernac!e and 
SJaVappeared at the back door of th ervjce. He 
yelled his name during the introduction of the s

44

Dona Teresa
Dona Teresa’s husband is not a believer and forbade 

her and their ten children to attend our church Sh 
suffered many things at his hands because she 
be true to her faith in the Lord. When she was P ■ 
along with several of her children, they were p 
Bibles, which they treasured highly. One day 
decided to destroy all the Bibles in the house He tore u 
three with his hands, but the last one was; hidden und 
the skirt of one of the young Christians and 
Her testimony was that he might destroy all the Bibles, 
but he could not take away the Word tha 
her heart.

After the service her mother whipped her and told her no 
to go back to church. The missionary requested man) 
people pray for Sarah. This often happens when one 
leaves his or her former religion against the wishes of the 
family.



ran out with fear written all over his face, and with goc 
reason. She bent his left ear together between her finger 
giving it a half twist, and he went home in this mannt 
yelping. Again we thought, ‘That is the end of Mario.” Ca 
you imagine our disbelief again, when the 7:30 p.m. servic 
began, there sat Mario on the second row of seats wit 
his friends? Apparently his mother had gone off to tow 
and left him home that night, and he was as free as . 
bird. He tried his best to sing along with the others, an< 
he listened to the message very attentively. When thosi 
wanting to be saved were asked to raise their hands 
eagerly he raised his, only to take it down again wher 
some began to whisper to him that he could not because 
he was of another faith. He continued to attend when his 
mother was not home, and he wanted to be saved, bu 
with such a background as he had, it took awhile for him 
to make the final step.

Maria de los Angeles
Maria de los Angeles was only 12 years old, but she 

accepted Jesus as her Savior with great joy. Her father 
forbade her to attend the church services. When he would 
leave she would attend services, but when she was not 
there, we knew her father was at home. He threatened to 
send her away to an aunt and Maria was heartbroken. 
We prayed the Lord would solve her problem.

Troubled Lady
One woman, past 50 years of age, was under such a 

terrible load of problems that she was actually on her way 
to find the house of a witch who reportedly lives in the 
area. This was her last resort when she was saved. People 
who knew this lady said that she was possessed by 
demons who made her believe things that were not true, 
even about herself, and she had tried everything known 
to rid herself of this dilemma. Someone told her the wire 
could help her, but God arranged it so that on the way
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